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Community Engagement Service Learning Trip with  
Limitless Horizons Ixil in Chajul, Guatemala 

 
TRIP DESCRIPTION: Immerse yourself in the beautiful country of Guatemala. Learn Spanish in the town of 
Xela. Engage with the indigenous community of Chajul in the western highlands of Guatemala as you 
contribute to sustainable community projects, visit families’ homes, play games with local youth, and 
learn about the Ixil Maya culture, language, and history. Explore one of the most scenic lakes in the world 
at Lake Atitlan and view the famous world heritage historic city of Antigua. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 Improve your Spanish literacy, conversation, understanding, grammar and regional vocabulary 
level while also dabbling in the highly unique Ixil language 

 Learn about the tragic history of the indigenous people in Guatemala and their beautiful and 
unique culture 

 Gain an understanding into Guatemala’s educational system and how to contribute  

 Develop working skills through service projects that might include cement-laying, construction, 
painting, or developing a garden 

 Learn and practice cultural awareness 
 
SERVICE PROJECTS: All participants will have an opportunity to engage in hands-on service projects, which 
may include, 

 Renovate community buildings such as classroom construction (San Gaspar middle school or LHI 
facilities) 

 Construct organic composting bins, gardens, and other projects with local university scholars  

 Give a workshop or class to our scholarship students or library members  

 Provide library support (help host a story hour, library card party, librarian training, etc.) 

 Paint murals and create local art projects 
 

Trip Overview 

 
June 25th                           Location: Guatemala City 
Today you arrive in Guatemala City. You will be greeted by your guides as you arrive in Guatemala and 
take the first step in your new adventure.  
 
June 26th                    Location: Antigua  
With your guides you will explore Safe Passage, or Camino Seguro, a local nonprofit whose goal is to bring 
hope, education, and opportunity to the children and families living in extreme poverty around the City's 
garbage dump.  In the afternoon you will be travelling to the famous UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
Antigua. With your guides, you will explore the quiet cobblestone streets, visit the markets, and view the 
active volcanoes that surround the historic, colonial city of Antigua.   
 
June 27th- July 4th                                                    Location: Xela 
Next on your adventure is Quetzaltenango, the second largest city in Guatemala, which is more commonly 
known by its indigenous name, Xelajú or Xela.  Xela is known in Guatemala as "The City that is the Soul of 
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Culture" for its lively music and arts scene. In Xela you will spend your mornings learning Spanish through 
four to five hours of one-to-one lessons with university educated language teachers focused on expanding 
conversation, literacy, grammar, and pronunciation skills. In your afternoons, the group will engage in a 
range of fun activities including visits to the local hot springs, cultural heritage sights, dance lessons, sport 
activities with local student groups, Spanish films, and more. In the evenings, you will practice your 
Spanish, learn about local cuisine, and experience local culture through a homestay with a local family.  
 
July 4th-July 11th                       Location: Chajul 
As you depart from Xela, you will head up winding mountain roads, through cornfields and small 
communities on your way to the rural, traditional town of Chajul. Stop for lunch in Chichicastenango and 
browse through the artisan market. The heart of the journey will take place in Chajul, a town of roughly 
20,000 people, 99% of whom are indigenous Maya. You will learn about the Maya Ixil culture, experience 
local traditions, and work alongside community members.  In partnership with local university scholars, 
the local middle school, the community library, and Limitless horizons Ixil, you will engage in meaningful 
service projects to support sustainable development in this high need community. In addition to your 
service project, you will have the chance to continue your Spanish language lessons though four hours of 
group Spanish instruction and put your new language skills to work with local students and a local family 
homestay.  During your free time, you will have the opportunity to learn about regional culture and Maya 
traditions from local families, hike, attend local history lectures, learn Ixil (the local language), and learn 
about the local education system, social initiatives, and politics.    
 
July 11th-13th             Location: Chajul - Lake Atitlán 
Soak in the beauty of one of the most enchanting lakes in the world. We will get an early start from Chajul 
as we journey to Lake Atitlán. Via a small motorboat trip, you will have a chance to explore, hike, kayak 
and relax in the vast beauty of the lake and the distinct cultures and traditions of lakeside villages.   
 
July 13th        Location: Lake Atitlán - Antigua 
After leaving the magic that is Lake Atitlan, we return to Antigua on this last full day to revel in the quaint, 
colonial city. You can try your hand at learning a little bit of local flavor during a salsa/merengue dancing 
lesson or exploring at the numerous famous ruins and churches before we share our last evening in 
discussion, reflection, and celebration of the journey.   
 
July 14th                         Location: Antigua - Guatemala City 
Homeward bound! The amazing trip comes to a close, but there is a chance for one last typical breakfast, 
last minute pictures, artisan purchases, and sad farewells to the beauty, color, and unique culture of 
Guatemala. 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: 
 
www.limitlesshorizonsixil.org/visit-chajul/    nadine@limitlesshorizonsixil.org 
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