






On August 29, 2008, Rory Stewart, internationally acclaimed 
author of The Places in Between and The Prince of the Marshes 
and former UK diplomat, spoke to a packed studio at the 
Center for the Arts in Jackson Hole. Currently Executive 
Chairman of the Turquoise Mountain Foundation in 
Afghanistan, Mr. Stewart focused his presentation on the 
work of this foundation.  It aims to regenerate the historic 
area of Kabul, the Afghan capital; open schools to train 
Afghanis in traditional crafts; support local businesses; and 
build sustainable earthen buildings.  Below is a report by 
Garnet Henderson, Jackson Hole High School senior, on Mr. 
Stewart’s presentation
“In 2000, Mr. Stewart took two years off from his career 
as a British diplomat to walk 6,000 miles from Turkey to 
Bangladesh, through Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, and Nepal. 
He passed through Afghanistan just after the Taliban had 
fallen in 2001, which gave him an interesting perspective 
on this conflicted country and its people. He encountered 
everyone from veterinarians to militia commanders, and 
through his experiences, developed love and respect for the 
people of Afghanistan.
When Mr. Stewart reached Kabul, he discovered that the 
Afghan government was planning to destroy the historic 

Old City 
and replace 
it with 1970s 
German style 
architecture. 
The authorities 
were willing 
to destroy 
what they saw 
as useless old 
buildings in 
order to replace 
them with 

more functional 
structures. 
However, Mr. 
Stewart discovered 
that this would 
have been a tragedy 
for the Afghan 
people. The Old 
City of Kabul 
represented pride 
and identity for 
Afghanis, and 
even though many 
buildings had been 
destroyed by rocket 
fire, and the area 
had been neglected 
in recent years, it 
remained a beautiful 
example of the traditional Afghan cedarwood and adobe 
architecture.
To aid the Afghan people and the Old City of Kabul, Rory 
Stewart started the Turquoise Mountain Foundation. Mr. 
Stewart and his team have cleared a total of 10,000 trucks of 
garbage from Kabul, and Mr. Stewart hopes to have 400 craft 
schools in operation by next year. He is also working to find 
markets for traditional Afghan crafts.” 
Mr. Stewart will become Director of the Carr Center for 
Human Rights at Harvard on January 1, 2009. He will 
continue as the Executive Chairman of the Turquoise 
Mountain Foundation and will visit Afghanistan a couple of 
times a year with support from the Carr Center.
This event was co-sponsored by two Jackson non-profits: 
InterConnections 21 (IC 21) and The Center of Wonder.  Paul 
and Tatiana Maxwell also provided generous financial support.
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Rory Stewart stands in front of a traditional Afghan carved 
door at the Turquoise Mountain Foundation’s headquarters 
in Kabul. The building is a 19th century mudbrick fort 
known as the Qala. ©Tilo Driessen

Banner photos courtesy of the Turquoise Mountain Foundation, Danielle Maloney, Susie Rauch

New literacy center in Kabul, funded by the Turquoise Mountain 
Foundation. Photo courtesy of the Turquoise Mountain Foundation
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As 2008 draws to a close, InterConnections 21 wishes to thank its many supporters who have made financial contributions directly 
to us or through Old Bill’s Fun Run (organized by the Community Foundation of Jackson Hole). We are also extremely grateful to 
the many parents, community volunteers and local business owners who provided time, food or other material donations for the 
third annual Teton County Model UN.  

IC 21 is a small organization that strives to use its limited funds to help students and communities develop global awareness and 
the skills necessary to be effective global citizens. We hope that readers of this newsletter will feel that IC 21 is making a difference, 
albeit on a modest scale.  

Communities and people working together can produce change.  Like Greg Mortenson, who visited Jackson in April 2008 with IC 
21 support, Ishmael Beah is inspiring people, young and old.  A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Ishmael Beah’s best-selling 
book, has already been translated into 30 languages and is bringing a message of hope and peace to many around the globe, as well 
as to nearly one thousand students and community members who were fortunate enough to hear him speak on his visits to 
Jackson Hole this year.

Happy Holidays and all the best for a peaceful 2009!
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